LOI Parks California

2026 Arts in California Parks Grant Program

Parks California

About Arts in California Parks

We're excited to introduce you to Arts in California Parks grants program, developed in
partnership with California State Parks, Parks California and the California Arts Council. This
program brings together talented artists, culture bearers, California Native American tribes and
our diverse communities to create place-based art experiences.

Together, we're creating art that celebrates our past, reflects our present and dreams up our
future. Imagine beautiful installations and engaging projects in our state and local parks, all
designed to spark meaningful connections, boost community well-being and inspire a healthier,
happier California.

This program aligns with several statewide initiatives working to make the outdoors accessible
and enjoyable for all:

® The Outdoor Access for All initiative, championed by Governor Gavin Newsom and First Partner
Jennifer Siebel Newsom

® The Natural Resources Agency’s Outdoors for All initiative
e (California State Parks’ Outdoors for All Initiative

e (California State Parks’ thoughtful Reexamining Our Past initiative

The goals of Arts in California Parks grants program are to:

e Welcome. Our parks are open to everyone. We're creating projects that reflect and
embrace California’s amazing diversity.

e Empower. We're paving the way for exciting creative careers through mentorship and
job opportunities.

e Heal. Experience the healing potential of arts and nature. We’re tapping into their
power to boost your well-being and bring communities together.

e Connect. Dive into unforgettable experiences that link you to our beautiful parks, blend
culture with nature and weave our communities closer.

e Inspire. Get ready to unleash your creativity. We’re celebrating California’s rich heritage
and honoring the cultural significance of our parklands.

The Arts in California Parks grants program is currently in its third year of a three-year pilot
initiative. Since launching in 2024, the program has invested more than $5.4 million to fund 61
innovative projects across California - $2.8 million in its first year to support 31 grantees, and
$2.6 million in its second year to support 30 more. These projects continue to transform local
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parks into vibrant spaces for public art and community engagement.

As this is the final year of the pilot, only Implementation grant proposals will be accepted for
the 2026 cycle. Planning and Development grants will not be offered, as the current timeline no
longer supports development periods under this pilot structure.

Parks California manages and administers the competitive Arts in California Parks grants
program.

These grants emphasize:
e Connecting communities through place-based arts and cultural experiences.

e Increasing investments for arts and cultural experiences in often overlooked
communities.

e Supporting inclusive project design through collaboration.
e Funding a wide range of art mediums to enhance park experiences.

For the 2026 grant cycle, proposals must focus on arts and/or cultural projects that are fully
developed and ready for implementation during the grant period.

Minimum Eligibility Requirements:

e Applications must be submitted by a 501c3 nonprofit organization, fiscally sponsored
community organization, California Native American tribe, native 7871 organization,
foundation, land trust and/or local government agency (city, county, regional*).
*Regional agencies refer to government entities operating across multiple jurisdictions,
such as regional park districts, regional planning agencies or multi-county
collaborations.

e Projects must be a collaboration between community organization(s) and local public
park manager(s). Partnerships may include 501c3 nonprofit organizations, fiscally
sponsored community organizations, California Native American tribes, Native 7871
organizations, foundations, land trusts and/or local governments.

e Projects must demonstrate alignment with the Arts in California Parks grants program
goals, contributing to community health, well-being, social cohesion and/or place-
making, fostering sustainable connections between people and local parks.

e Eligible projects must be free and open to the public.

Bonus points will be given to proposals that meet multiple criteria listed below.

e Multiple touchpoints: Offer participants meaningful and relevant experiences that can
be enjoyed more than once.

e Creative economy development: Mobilizes artist career/professional development
and/or improvement of creative economy.
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e Matching contributions: Integrating matching funds, financial or in-kind, into budget, in
support of project implementation.

For the 2026 grant cycle, proposals must be ready for implementation during the grant term of
October 1, 2026 - September 30, 2027. Up to $2.5 million in grants is anticipated, with awards
ranging from $15,000 to $100,000, based on project scale and need. Applicants should request
an amount that aligns with the scope of their project. Funding may support artist fees, staff
time, materials, installation costs, community engagement, events and other implementation-
related expenses.

Eligibility Quiz

To be eligible for the 2026—-27 grant cycle, your organization must meet a//of the following five
minimum requirements.

You must answer Yes to each question below to proceed with the Letter of Intent. You will not
be able to move forward if any No response is selected.

You will be required to substantiate your responses in the LOI, and if applicable, Full
Application.

Organization Eligibility*
Is your organization a 501(c)3 organization, California Native American tribe, native 7871
organization, fiscally sponsored community organization or a local government agency?

Choices
Yes
No

Partnership Eligibility*

Would your proposed project be a collaboration between nonprofit(s), artists(s), and local
public park(s)?

If invited to submit a Full Application, a letter of support from your partner will be requested as
part of your submitted materials.

Choices
Yes
No

Park Location Eligibility*

Will your project take place in a publicly accessible location that meets the Arts in California
Parks grants program definition of a local park?*

*Projects may be located on land that is owned or managed by a local city, county, park or

community service district, land trusts, regional park or open space district, nonprofit
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organization or foundation, or any other entity other than federal and state agencies. Both
indoor and outdoor spaces can be considered.
Choices

Yes
No

Project Benefits*

Does your project directly benefit the local community by bringing art and nature together as a
catalyst for community connection, health, well-being and/or placemaking in local parks?
Choices

Yes
No

Site Access*

Will the project be free to attend for the public?

Note: The project must be free to participate in and take place at a site that offers free public
access and free parking during program hours. Parks or venues that require paid parking or paid
site entry during the time of the project are not eligible.

Choices
Yes
No

Letter of Intent (LOI) Application

Organization Type*

Please select your organization type from the options below.

If invited to submit a Full Application, nonprofit and fiscally sponsored organizations will be
asked to upload 501c3 status letter from IRS.

Choices

501(c)3 organization

California Native American tribe

Native 7871 Organization

Fiscally Sponsored Community Organization

Local Government Agency

Organization Type - Fiscal Sponsorship
If applicable, please list your fiscal sponsor here.
Character Limit: 250

Regional Location*
Please select the Arts in California Parks region that your program is predominantly located in.

Choices
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North Coast
Sacramento Valley
Sierra Nevada

SF Bay Area
Central Coast
Central Valley

Los Angeles

Inland Desert

San Diego

Primary Park Location Land Manager*
Select the type of land manager for your primary park location.

Choices

501(c)3 organization

California Native American tribe

Native 7871 organization

Fiscally sponsored community organization
Local government agency

Land Manager(s)*

If you are the community organization, please specify the land manager(s) you will be working
with here, as well as any lead contacts that may be established.

If you are the land manager, please specify that you manage the site(s) and list any additional
land manager partnerships.

If invited to submit a Full Application, a letter of support from your partner will be requested as
part of your submitted materials.

Character Limit: 250

Primary Local Park Location*

The Arts in California Parks grants program intends to foster community connections to
California’s diverse cultural history and natural areas beyond state park boundaries. Eligible
projects will help enhance connections to local cultural history, local parks, open space or
natural areas through community events, programming or installations that help to build
sustainable community connections, health and well-being. Eligible projects must be open to
the general public.

Projects must be located on land that is owned or managed by a local city, county, park or
community service district, land trusts, regional park or open space district, nonprofit
organization or foundation, or any other entity other than federal and state agencies. Both
indoor and outdoor spaces can be considered.

Please list the name and address of the primary local park where the project will take place.
Example: Rainbow Park, 100 Capital Drive. Arcadia, CA, 91000

Character Limit: 250
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Additional Park Locations (if applicable)
If your project will take place at more than one park, list the names and addresses of the
additional park locations, along with any additional land managers.

Character Limit: 1000

Project Name*
Character Limit: 100

Grant Request Amount*
Character Limit: 6

Project Summary*
Provide a concise overview of your proposed project, addressing the "5Ws" (who, what, when,
where and why).

1. Who is implementing the project? Briefly describe your organization and partners.

2. What is your project? Tell us about your project, such as art forms, event(s) planned and
activities, and the benefits your project will create for local communities.

3. When will your project happen? Describe when your project will occur, if it will span a
long period of time, occur repeatedly, happen in specific seasons/months, or be held on
a single day.

4. Where will the project occur? Tell us about the significance of your selected park
location(s).

5. Why are you inspired to complete this project? Describe why your organization is
compelled to propose this as an Arts in California Parks grant?

Character Limit: 3500

Community Engagement*
How will community engagement activities (e.g., workshops, surveys, public meetings) shape
the project while promoting inclusivity and accessibility?

Character Limit: 1500

Artist or Organization Collaboration Approach*

Briefly describe how your project will involve artists or cultural organizations. Have you already
identified collaborators, or do you plan to engage them through a selection process? What
priorities guide your approach to choosing or working with these partners?

Character Limit: 1500

Cultural Relevance*
How does your project reflect historical, contemporary and/or future narratives of the local
community, and how will it be culturally relevant to the region?

Character Limit: 1500
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Estimated Budget

Provide a high-level budget estimate by entering estimated costs that will be dedicated to the
following program categories. You are not required to allot budget to all categories listed
below. If no cost is associated with a specific category, please input "0".

Please keep in mind:

e The Justification/Details section is an optional area for any additional explanation to
what line items your categorical budget may go towards.

e These numbers are estimates and not binding. However, if invited to submit a full
application, your budget should remain within 10% of the total amount estimated here.

e We anticipate awards ranging between $15,000 to $100,000 for Implementation grants.
We recommend requesting an amount that aligns with the scope and scale of your
proposed project.

e The Full Application will require a more detailed, line-item budget submission using a
provided template. This will include budget narrative explanations and (if applicable)
identification of matching contributions.

Category f;; imated Budget Justification/Details

Salary & benefits

Fees associated with artists selection
processes

Artist fees

Program costs (materials, installation,
etc.)

Communications and community
engagement

Indirect costs
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Total Budget (Must Equal Grant Request)

Matching Contributions

Matching Contributions refer to non-grant resources that support your project but are not
funded by Arts in California Parks. These contributions may be financial or in-kind, and can
include cash support, donated materials, professional services, staff or volunteer time,
equipment, venue use, or other resources that help advance the project.

If your project intends to utilize matching contributions to supplement the request above,
please estimate their value here.

Character Limit: 10

Ineligibility Notification - "No" has been Selected

Thank you for your interest in Arts in California Parks. Unfortunately, one or more of your
eligibility responses indicated that you are ineligible for this program. Please make sure that
your project meets all of the eligibility requirements if you wish to move forward with a Letter
of Intent and resolve any eligibility issues in the quiz above.
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