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WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE QUOTE OR 
MANTRA?
 .(Yom ‘asal, Yom basal) لصب موي لسع موي
This poetic Arabic saying translates as 
“One day honey, one day onions.” It is 
a way to acknowledge and accept both 
the ups and downs that life brings. The 
saying helps to stabilize me during 
moments and seasons of ‘onions’ in life, 
and encourages me to enjoy the times of 
‘honey’.

WHAT ARE YOUR FAVORITE ACTIVITIES?
I find great joy in growing my own cut 
flowers, and arranging bouquets for my 
friends and family. It brings together my 
love of gardening with art and creativity 
and community. I also enjoy kayaking, 
camping with my family, and reading.

WHAT ARE YOU CURRENTLY READING?
I have bookmarks in half a dozen 
books at the moment, but one that I 
am re-reading is Compassion by Henri 
Nouwen—I read this at least once a year. 
It grounds me. It reorients my mind 
and reminds me to stay engaged and 
connected with my community around 
me. I can’t help but come back to this 
book time and time again.

WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE TRADITION?
Annual birthday tea parties with my 
grandma. My grandma and I share a very 
close birthday—only one day apart. Since 
I was two years old, we celebrated our 
birthdays by having a tea party together. 
I think we have only missed one year!

WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE VACATION 
DESTINATION?
Truly, my favorite vacation is anywhere 
I can explore a garden. I end up visiting 
botanical or formal gardens wherever I 
travel. Some of my favorites have been: 
Butchart Gardens, Entebbe Botanical 
Gardens, Filoli, Jerusalem Botanical 
Gardens, The Huntington, Wrigley 
Botanic Gardens, and Mendocino 
Botanical Gardens. I pull from all of 
these influences to shape my garden at 
home.

Morrison was delighted to welcome Melissa 
Tanner to our team in December! Melissa 
works directly with Morrison's Managing 
Principal Toni Scott and is responsible for 
assisting with communications management, 
project management, calendar management, 
coordination of practice development efforts, 
and other duties that help to keep Morrison 
running smoothly for both our team and our 
clients. 

Prior to joining Morrison, Melissa worked 
as a project manager and grant writer at a 
nonprofit working to advance the economic 

vitality of Northern California. There, she 
designed and managed projects related 
to broadband adoption and deployment, 
educational pathways, natural resources, 
and supporting small businesses. It was 
also there where Toni first met Melissa and 
recognized her impeccable communication 
and organization skills. 

Melissa is a graduate of California State 
University, Chico where she earned a 
bachelor’s degree in Public Administration. 
She also holds a certification in Results 
Based Facilitation.
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