
Morrison Clients in California Bountiful Magazine

Morrison & Company Clients Awarded a Combined 
$1.75 Million in Value-Added Producer Grant Funding
The USDA announced award recipients for the Value-Added 

Producer Grant Program in May, and Morrison & Company was 

blessed to learn that our clients were awarded a combined $1.75 

million in federal grant funding for marketing and planning projects 

related to value-added activities.

Morrison & Company prepared seven applications for the 

competitive federal grant program; all seven received the full grant 

funding requested.  

Our clients for the 2012 program were Challenge Dairy Products, Llano 

Seco Rancho, MBG Marketing, Inc., Nishimori Family Farms, Pacific 

Farms and Orchards, San Miguel Produce, and Valley Fig Growers.

Morrison & Company’s clients accounted for 97% of all VAPG 

funding awarded in California and 10.4% of all funds awarded 

nationally. Six of the seven successful applications in California were 

prepared by Morrison & Company (our seventh proposal was for 

MBG Marketing, the world’s largest distributor of blueberries, located 

in Grand Junction, Michigan). Six of the seven applications written 

by our team required a business plan and feasibility study, which 

were also completed by our staff of professional CPAs.  

The Value-Added Producer Grant aims to help individual farmers 

and ranchers, producer-owned companies such as agricultural 

cooperatives, and agricultural producer groups expand value-added 

activities. Generating new products, creating and expanding marketing 

opportunities, and increasing producer income are the end goals of 

this program.  Applicants applied for up to $300,000 to support direct 

marketing opportunities and up to $100,000 for planning projects.

Since 2002, Morrison & Company has helped clients receive a 

combined $10.8 million in grant funding through the Value-Added 

Producer Grant alone, with a 93% success rate overall for this 

program. Nationally, VAPG program applicants have about a 20% 

to 25% success rate.

The Value-Added Producer Grant is a federal Farm Bill program 

and is likely to be released in 2013, though the timing is uncertain; 

in 2012 the program opened in August with applications due in 

October. If you are interested in learning more about this grant 

opportunity, contact Brent (530-893-4764, ext. 202 or bmorrison@

morrisonco.net) or any member of the Morrison team.  We tend to 

reach capacity with this program, so please contact us as soon as 

possible if you have an interest.  

Welcome New Clients! 

Morrison & Company Consultant Toni Scott has had the opportunity 

to write freelance articles for California Bountiful, the California Farm 

Bureau Federation’s bi-monthly magazine publication. 

Three of Toni’s stories have been published so far, all of them about 

Morrison & Company clients. Mooney Farms was featured in the 

March/April 2013 issue, Top O’ The Morn Farms was the cover 

story for the May/June 2013 issue, and Llano Seco Rancho is 

highlighted in the July/August 2013 issue. 

Be sure to check out www.californiabountiful.com to read about 

these clients and the great things they are doing! 


