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SIERRA GOLD NURSERIES:

BALANCING ACT 
Managing Principal Brent Morrison’s thoughts 

on how to balance life, a career, and business.

CLIENT CORNER
Welcoming new clients and highlighting 

current clients.

MORRISON SNAPSHOTS
Life can’t be all work and no play. Above 

are Morrison & Company employees 

stopping to enjoy ice cream and bears 

while on the road to visit a client. Check out 

our snapshots on the back; our summer has 

been filled with great events both at work 

and in life! 

AGRICULTURE 
OF THE FUTURE 
Millions of fruit and nut trees gained their roots near 

Yuba City, California at Sierra Gold Nurseries, the 

birthplace of many of the trees found in orchards in 

the Western United States. Spanning nearly 1,000 

acres along the Feather River, the family owned and 

operated nursery has been in business for over six 

decades. Today, Sierra Gold sells a diverse selection 

of commercial tree varieties directly to orchardists. By 

combining tried and true traditional nursery methods 

with modern propagation advancements, Sierra 

Gold has transformed and expanded its ability to 

satisfy the orchard marketplace. 

Traditional propagation methods include field grown 

or “bareroot” systems that produce either a one or 

two year old budded or grafted tree. Most growers 

know Sierra Gold for this type of product. However, 

the majority of Sierra Gold’s current production 

is containerized trees. Much of this is from Sierra 

Gold’s own cutting-edge containerized “ellepot 

system,” where trees are grown in a plantable 

membrane sleeve. Immediately after being planted, 

thousands of root tips come through the membrane 

sleeve, which decomposes in the soil. All roots are 

directed to go out or down, resulting in no circling 

or constricting roots. The ellepot system is radically 

different than any other containerized system and 

has helped eliminate transplant shock. Whether 

growers choose the traditional bareroot tree or a 

containerized tree, Sierra Gold is committed to top 

quality and service. 

Sierra Gold is also home to a world class micro-

propagation facility. They clone rootstocks by using 

plant tissue culture, which allows many plants to 

be more efficiently propagated; plus, many plant 

varieties cannot be cloned any other way. Plants are 

grown in vitro, under sterile conditions, with efficient 

LED lighting, and on a nutrient culture medium. The 

facility is in full production to keep up with the high 

demand for the more sought-after rootstocks.

Morrison & Company’s Interim/Outsource team 

began working with Sierra Gold as an interim 

CFO for the business. We assisted Sierra Gold 

with transitioning its accounting functions and 

systems to help the company effectively manage 

its tremendous growth. Simultaneously, our People 

Team helped recruit a fulltime Chief Financial 

Officer; our dual recruiting/interim role allowed us 

to also help transition and on-board the new CFO. 

Our understanding of the company culture, its 

people, and future needs allowed for a greater role 

of strategic planning assistance, and has led to other 

executive recruitments for Sierra Gold, including a 

Human Resources Director and a Director of Sales. 

www.sierragoldtrees.com


