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C O N T I N U E D  O N  I N S I D E  R I G H T  P A N E L 

In the Sacramento Valley, water fuels one 
of the most productive agricultural regions 
in the world. It nourishes fields of rice, 
provides habitat for millions of migratory 
birds, supports thriving fish populations, 
and sustains the communities that call this 
region home. Every season, every harvest, 
and every ecosystem depends on a delicate 
balance of water managed with care and 
foresight. 

At the center of that effort is Western Canal 
Water District, which plays a vital role in 
stewarding this essential resource across 
approximately 67,500 acres in Butte and 
Glenn counties. 

Established in 1984, with canal 
infrastructure dating back to 1911, Western 
Canal supplies agricultural water to local 
farmers while supporting critical fish and 
waterfowl habitat throughout the region. 
Western Canal holds pre-1914 water rights 
to 150,000 acre-feet of natural flow from 
the Feather River and 145,000 acre-feet of 
storage water from Lake Almanor. Together, 
these water rights and infrastructure form 
the foundation of a water delivery system 
that has sustained agriculture, protected 
valuable habitat, and strengthened local 
communities for generations.

With approximately 90 percent of its 
service region dedicated to rice production, 
Western Canal delivers water through a 
network of 258 canal turnouts serving 150 
customers for agricultural irrigation, rice 
straw decomposition, waterfowl habitat, 
and other agricultural uses. Behind every 
turnout is a commitment to balancing 
productive agriculture with responsible 
resource management. 

That commitment has made Western Canal 
a recognized leader in water stewardship 
throughout the region. Beyond delivering 
water, the District plays a critical role in 
protecting and enhancing the health of the 
broader watershed. One of its most notable 
achievements is its $9.5 million Butte Creek 
Fish Passage Project, which has helped 
recover the spring-run Chinook salmon 
population from fewer than 100 returning 
adults before construction to an average of 
approximately 10,000 fish annually. 

Building on this legacy of innovation, 
Western Canal continues to invest in 
the future of its water delivery system. 
To strengthen long-term reliability and 
resiliency, Western Canal has embarked on 
a plan to replace aging infrastructure and 
construct a fully automated water control 
structure. By improving the precision and 
efficiency of water deliveries, this project 
will increase water savings, enhance water 
quality, and create additional benefits for 
fish and wildlife throughout the Butte Creek 
watershed. Additionally, agricultural users 
will also gain a more reliable year-round 
water supply, helping sustain the farms 
that contribute to the local economy, feed 
communities around the globe, and provide 
critical winter habitat for nearly seven 
million migratory birds traveling the Pacific 
Flyway.

Recognizing the significance of this effort, 
Western Canal partnered with Morrison to 
pursue funding through the U.S. Bureau of 
Reclamation's 2024 WaterSMART Planning 
and Project Design Grant Program. Working 
closely with district staff, Morrison's Grants 
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investments in modern infrastructure, and 
strong leadership for the future, the District 
is well-positioned to continue serving 
farmers, protecting natural resources, 
and strengthening the communities that 
depend on water for generations to come.
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FUN AT THE
GIANTS GAME
Some of our Morrison 
Team members were 
able to enjoy a beautiful 
day in San Francisco 
and a Giants Game in 
May. The Giants sadly 
lost to the Padres, but 
a day out of the office 
is always a win!

TONI SCOTT HONORED
WITH COMMON THREADS
NORTH RECOGNITION
Our very own Managing Principal, 
Toni Scott, was named a Common 
Threads North honoree at an awards 
ceremony in April. Karen Ross, CDFA 
Secretary of Agriculture, helped 
present the awards to Toni and five 
other honorees. This recognition 
reflects her leadership that we see 
every day and the values we strive to 
carry forward as a team. In addition 
to leading Morrison’s overall 
management and operations and guiding the firm’s grant services that have supported hundreds of millions of dollars in successful projects, 
Toni has remained deeply committed to the communities and industries Morrison serves.

Team developed a competitive application, the 
result of which was a successful award that 
will help advance the planning and design 
necessary to bring this important project to 
fruition. 

Alongside planning for the future of its 
infrastructure, Western Canal also recently 
prepared for an important leadership 
transition. In 2025, longtime General 
Manager Ted Trimble announced his planned 
retirement after years of dedicated service to 
the district. As Western Canal looked toward 
its next chapter, the Board knew they needed 
a leader capable of navigating California's 
increasingly complex water landscape while 
continuing the district's long-standing 
tradition of stewardship.

Western Canal partnered with Morrison again – 
this time engaging Morrison's People Solutions 

team to lead a comprehensive executive 
search for a talented and experienced 
professional to serve at the helm of their 
organization. After an extensive vetting 
process, the Board selected Jenny Scheer 
as its next General Manager. Since joining 
Western Canal in December 2025, Scheer – 
a Sacramento Valley native with extensive 
experience in policy development, water 
district management, and infrastructure 
projects – has transitioned seamlessly into 
leadership, building upon the District's 
strong foundation while helping guide its 
vision for the future.

Today, Western Canal Water District stands 
at an exciting intersection of tradition and 
innovation and Morrison is grateful to 
partner with them in their efforts. With a 
century-long legacy of water stewardship, 

NSAC FAR WESTERN 
CONFERENCE 
Managing Principal Toni 
Scott, Grant Administration 
& Bookkeeping Consultant 
Michelle Genova, and Grant 
Administration, Bookkeeping, 
& Support Services Specialist 
Melissa Deen attended 

the annual National Society of Accountants for Cooperatives (NSAC) Far 
Western Conference in Palm Springs. This event is designed for cooperative 
financial and accounting professionals to come together and network with 
peers from across the region. Morrison has been a longtime member and 
supporter of NSAC. 




