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CITY OF CHICO
STRENGTHENING CITY.SERVICES THROUGH
GRANT FUNDING

Chico is a vibrant Northern California town
of approximately 100,000 residents, located
90 miles north of Sacramento, that blends
small-town charm with a rich cultural
and natural landscape. Best known as the
home of California State University, Chico
(Chico State), which enrolls around 14,000
students, the city proudly embraces its
identity as a college town — one deeply
shaped by the university’s diverse student
body and its iconic 132-acre campus nestled
in the heart of historic downtown. Chico
is equally defined by its stunning outdoor
spaces and recreation opportunities, most
notably Bidwell Park, one of the largest
municipal parks in the nation, stretching
nearly 11 miles along Big Chico Creek from
downtown into the Sierra Nevada foothills.
Rooted in the fertile soils of Butte County,
Chico — the county’s most populous city
— honors its strong agricultural heritage
through the orchards, farms, and local
growers that sustain both the local economy
and community spirit.

Chico is managed by the City of Chico
municipality, which includes 10
departments that provide essential public
services under the direction of a seven-
member City Council elected by local
residents. The City operates under the
council-manager form of government,
with a professional city manager overseeing
day-to-day operations and implementing
policies set by the council. Together, the
City’s departments — including Public
Works, Community Development, Fire,
Police, and Parks — work to maintain vital
infrastructure, ensure public safety, and
enhance the community’s quality of life.
Through this collaborative structure, Chico
strives to deliver efficient, transparent, and

responsive governance that supports both
its residents and its long-term growth.

With its talented team, the City of Chico has
experienced significant success in securing
federal and state grant funding for needed
road improvements and public safety
infrastructure. However, the catastrophic
wildfires of the past decade — leveling entire
Butte County communities and displacing
thousandsofresidents — created tremendous
challenges and pressing needs for the entire
region. According to CalFire, forty percent
of Butte County’s 1,636 square miles were
consumed by wildfire in the last 10 years,
causing disastrous impacts on residents
already burdened by disproportionate rates
of poverty, unemployment, and trauma.

The most destructive of these was the
2018 Camp Fire that devastated Butte
County’s Town of Paradise, destroying
19,000 structures and displacing 50,000
residents. As one of the county’s most
affordable housing markets, Paradise’s loss
compounded regional housing insecurity.
The high cost of rebuilding and limited
availability of affordable units forced many
survivors to relocate to Chico, where the
housing crisis has continued to compound
and vacancy rates are half the state average
according to the most recent Butte County
Point in Time survey. Furthermore, the 2024
Park Fire that sparked in Chico’s Bidwell
Park burned through the nearby community
of Cohasset and became the fourth largest
wildfire in California’s recorded history.
Ninety percent of the homes lost in the Park
Fire were located in Cohasset (North State
Public Radio).
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To proactively and compassionately support
fire-affected residents, the City of Chico
strategically directed resources toward
expanding critical services to meet immediate
community needs. As demand continued
to grow, the City of Chico began exploring
alternative revenue streams — including grant
funding — to sustain these expanded services
and address increasing infrastructure
pressures.

Morrison was pleased to respond to a request
for proposals to conduct strategic grant
planning and grant writing services for the
City of Chico that could serve our hometown.
With the Grants Team’s strong experience in
securing grant funding for city governments
coupled with its deep community and civic
involvement, we were confident that we could
provide strategic and effective support in

pursuing grant opportunities that fit with
the specific needs of our community.

Morrison was thrilled to be selected and
began to collaborate with the City of
Chico on a number of competitive grant
applications to fund projects to improve
critical infrastructure, services, and
resources to its residents. This has included
several grant opportunities to support
the beautification and increased use of
recreational spaces; transformative road
infrastructure improvements of a major city
corridor; and funding for the installation of
underground broadband infrastructure to
ensure fast, reliable, and affordable internet
to residents, businesses, and local schools,
among others. The City of Chico has been
highly successful in securing funding from
multiple grant programs and has been

awarded acombined $19.41millionin funding
from Morrison-supported applications.

It is a tremendous honor for Morrison to
support the work of the City of Chico and
its dedicated team in fulfilling its mission
to protect and enhance the community of
Chico’s quality of life for present and future
generations. We are proud to champion
their hard work and to witness first-hand
the impacts of grant-funded efforts in our
neighborhoods and communities!






