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C O N T I N U E D  O N  I N S I D E  R I G H T  P A N E L 

Chico is a vibrant Northern California town 
of approximately 100,000 residents, located 
90 miles north of Sacramento, that blends 
small-town charm with a rich cultural 
and natural landscape. Best known as the 
home of California State University, Chico 
(Chico State), which enrolls around 14,000 
students, the city proudly embraces its 
identity as a college town – one deeply 
shaped by the university’s diverse student 
body and its iconic 132-acre campus nestled 
in the heart of historic downtown. Chico 
is equally defined by its stunning outdoor 
spaces and recreation opportunities, most 
notably Bidwell Park, one of the largest 
municipal parks in the nation, stretching 
nearly 11 miles along Big Chico Creek from 
downtown into the Sierra Nevada foothills. 
Rooted in the fertile soils of Butte County, 
Chico – the county’s most populous city 
– honors its strong agricultural heritage 
through the orchards, farms, and local 
growers that sustain both the local economy 
and community spirit. 

Chico is managed by the City of Chico 
municipality, which includes 10 
departments that provide essential public 
services under the direction of a seven-
member City Council elected by local 
residents. The City operates under the 
council–manager form of government, 
with a professional city manager overseeing 
day-to-day operations and implementing 
policies set by the council. Together, the 
City’s departments – including Public 
Works, Community Development, Fire, 
Police, and Parks – work to maintain vital 
infrastructure, ensure public safety, and 
enhance the community’s quality of life. 
Through this collaborative structure, Chico 
strives to deliver efficient, transparent, and 

responsive governance that supports both 
its residents and its long-term growth. 

With its talented team, the City of Chico has 
experienced significant success in securing 
federal and state grant funding for needed 
road improvements and public safety 
infrastructure. However, the catastrophic 
wildfires of the past decade – leveling entire 
Butte County communities and displacing 
thousands of residents – created tremendous 
challenges and pressing needs for the entire 
region. According to CalFire, forty percent 
of Butte County’s 1,636 square miles were 
consumed by wildfire in the last 10 years, 
causing disastrous impacts on residents 
already burdened by disproportionate rates 
of poverty, unemployment, and trauma. 

The most destructive of these was the 
2018 Camp Fire that devastated Butte 
County’s Town of Paradise, destroying 
19,000 structures and displacing 50,000 
residents. As one of the county’s most 
affordable housing markets, Paradise’s loss 
compounded regional housing insecurity. 
The high cost of rebuilding and limited 
availability of affordable units forced many 
survivors to relocate to Chico, where the 
housing crisis has continued to compound 
and vacancy rates are half the state average 
according to the most recent Butte County 
Point in Time survey. Furthermore, the 2024 
Park Fire that sparked in Chico’s Bidwell 
Park burned through the nearby community 
of Cohasset and became the fourth largest 
wildfire in California’s recorded history. 
Ninety percent of the homes lost in the Park 
Fire were located in Cohasset (North State 
Public Radio). 

WHEN THE PLAN FAILS
Morrison Founder and Principal, Brent 
Morrison, discusses how to adjust and 
recover when business setbacks happen.
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JOYCE MCCHESNEY
Learn more about Morrison’s Business 
Administrator, Joyce McChesney!
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awarded a combined $19.41 million in funding 
from Morrison-supported applications. 

It is a tremendous honor for Morrison to 
support the work of the City of Chico and 
its dedicated team in fulfilling its mission 
to protect and enhance the community of 
Chico’s quality of life for present and future 
generations. We are proud to champion 
their hard work and to witness first-hand 
the impacts of grant-funded efforts in our 
neighborhoods and communities!  

CITY OF CHICO, CONTINUED

MOR RISON  SNAPSH TS

FARM CITY CELEBRATION AGRI-BUSINESS BUS TOUR 
Several of our Morrison team members attended the annual Farm City Celebration Agri-Business Bus Tour. 
The tour began at the Chico State University Farm and went on to visit five local farms and agri-businesses 
to learn about the importance of agriculture to the local community. Our stops included Western Canal 
Water District; Larrabee Farms (where our team snapped a photo in their pecan orchard); the Llano Seco 
Wildlife Refuge; Four Corners Hulling; and Far West Rice.

CHICO STATE FARM STORE GRAND OPENING 
California State University, Chico’s College of Agriculture celebrated the grand opening of the Jay Gilbert Farm 
Store and Agriculture Education Center, which began welcoming shoppers in October. A handful of Morrison 
team members – including three College of Agriculture alumni – attended the opening ceremony. The store 
showcases the richness of North State agriculture, from locally produced meat, dairy, honey, and plants to 
goods from Morrison clients like Sohnrey Family Foods and Lundberg Family Farms.

MIDNIGHT TIDES: A NIGHT 
BENEATH THE WAVES GALA 
Members of our Morrison Grants Team 
had the chance to attend the Chico Area 
Recreation & Park District’s Gala held at the 
Lakeside Pavilion in Chico in October. The 
event was a fundraiser in support of CARD’s 
future Aquatics & Recreation Center, which 
is slated to open in 2026. From crab cakes to 
live music from Decades, the evening was 
elegant and fun.

HONORING ANA 
In October our Morrison team honored 
former Morrison Principal, Ana Klein by 
taking some time out of the office to hit the 
tennis courts at the Chico Racquet Club. Ana, 
who passed away in 2023, was a talented 
tennis player and could often be found 
with a racquet in her hand, or coaching her 
beloved team members. It was a beautiful 
morning remembering and celebrating Ana. 

RUN FOR FOOD 
The Morrison Team continued our 
tradition of volunteering for the annual 
Run for Food, which this year celebrated 
its 20th anniversary. During the week of 
Thanksgiving, our team helped runners 
collect their race bibs and t-shirts at our local 
downtown Fleet Feet. With approximately 
5,000 registered participants, the 5K 
supports the great work of our client, the 
Jesus Center.

To proactively and compassionately support 
fire-affected residents, the City of Chico 
strategically directed resources toward 
expanding critical services to meet immediate 
community needs. As demand continued 
to grow, the City of Chico began exploring 
alternative revenue streams – including grant 
funding – to sustain these expanded services 
and address increasing infrastructure 
pressures.

Morrison was pleased to respond to a request 
for proposals to conduct strategic grant 
planning and grant writing services for the 
City of Chico that could serve our hometown. 
With the Grants Team’s strong experience in 
securing grant funding for city governments 
coupled with its deep community and civic 
involvement, we were confident that we could 
provide strategic and effective support in

 pursuing grant opportunities that fit with 
the specific needs of our community.  

Morrison was thrilled to be selected and 
began to collaborate with the City of 
Chico on a number of competitive grant 
applications to fund projects to improve 
critical infrastructure, services, and 
resources to its residents. This has included 
several grant opportunities to support 
the beautification and increased use of 
recreational spaces; transformative road 
infrastructure improvements of a major city 
corridor; and funding for the installation of 
underground broadband infrastructure to 
ensure fast, reliable, and affordable internet 
to residents, businesses, and local schools, 
among others. The City of Chico has been 
highly successful in securing funding from 
multiple grant programs and has been 




